
The aim of this project is to carry out a codicological and text-historical study of a unique collection of manuscripts be-
longing to the Bön religion of Tibet. The collection, consisting of 280 different items with a total of 2 900 folios, cards, 
or individual sheets of paper, represents the ritual repertoire of the priests of the kings of Mustang, once a Tibetan 
kingdom and now a district of Nepal. The texts have not been used since the priestly line ended in the 1950s or 60s. 
The value of this collection is twofold: first, the collection was assembled from different parts of Tibet and the Hima-
laya over six centuries, and offers a rich body of material which can be retrieved by material and codicological analyses 
that will contribute to our understanding of book and paper making traditions in the region, as well as social aspects 
of Tibetan manuscript production; and secondly, in terms of its content, it offers a window onto the nature of royal 
religion in a Tibetan kingdom. These manuscripts were used in rituals for the protection and prosperity of the kingdom 
of Mustang, its subjects and members of royal lineage; knowledge of the materials and ritual practices involved in the 
creation of physical objects will help to understand the interaction between religion, patronage and political authority 
in Tibetan society. The findings will provide a historical background for the meaning of these books as both sacred and 
material objects. The research is being carried out in partnership with Professor Charles Ramble of the Ecole Pratique 
des Hautes Etudes, Paris. The project is funded by the National Science Centre, Poland.

Programme
Monday Jan 13th, 2020

15:30 Welcome and introduction to the project DRONG by Agnieszka Helman-Ważny

15:40–16:10 Charles Ramble,  
The Drangsong Lamas: their origins, their royal duties and their priestly network

16:10–16:30 Agnieszka Helman-Ważny, 
Codicological analyses of the royal Drangsong Collection from Mustang, Nepal

16:30–17:00 Naljor Tsering, Remarks on the titles and colophons from the Drangsrong Collection

17:00–17:15 Barbara Wagner,  
Possible applications of scientific methods for the study of the Drangsong Collection: 
INTROduction to INTERlabar

17:15–17:30 Agata Szubartowska,  
Possible applications of scientific methods for the study of the Drangsong Collection: RTI for 
detailed imaging 

17:30–17:45 Alicja Chibowska,  
Possible applications of scientific methods for the study of the Drangsong Collection: XRF for 
bulk elemental analysis

17:45–18:15 Zdzisław Dobrowolski, Rajmund Radziewicz,  
Digital imaging of the Drangsong manuscripts from Lo Monthang

18:15–19:00 Discussion

PROTECTING THE KINGDOM  
WITH TIBETAN MANUSCRIPTS
Codicological and historical analyses  
of the royal Drangsong collection from Mustang, Nepal

Informal meeting of the members of DRONG Project  
held at the Faculty of Journalism, Information and Book Studies,  
University of Warsaw on Jan 13th, 2020,  
Nowy Świat 69, 00-927 Warszawa, room 320


